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CPSC Issues Massive 

Drain Cover Recall  

(As reported by Rebecca Robledo and Gary 
Thill, Pool & Spa News) 

 

In a historic move that is expected to cause 

widespread reverberations throughout the pool and 

spa industry, the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission has recalled approximately one million 

drain covers from at least eight manufacturers. 

 

òThe recalled drain covers were incorrectly rated to 

handle the flow of water é which could pose a 

possible entrapment hazard,ó said a press release 

from the agency. 

 

The move primarily affects kiddie pools, wading pools 

and in-ground spas, as well as single-drain pools that 

do not have an unblockable drain, gravity feed system 

or drain covers installed before Dec. 19, 2008.  

 

In cases where retrofits or replacements are 

necessary, manufacturers will pay for parts and labor, 

said Scott Wolfson, CPSC public affairs director. 

Affected manufacturers are establishing which 

service companies are approved to carry out the work, 

he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPSC has advised that public pools and spas 

needing a replacement or retrofit be closed down. 

òWe know this is a very difficult message to share with 

the public as we roll into Memorial Day weekend,ó 

Wolfson said, acknowledging the opening of peak 

season for many public pools. òBut better to address 

this now than in the middle of the swim season when 

a child was hurt on one of these recalled drains.ó 

 

The agency also hopes to maintain the nationõs 

recent track record when it comes to child 

entrapments. òThere is a zero death rate for children 

in recent years related to drain entrapments,ó 

Wolfson said. òWe want to keep it that way.ó 

 

The CPSC launched an investigation earlier this year 

to determine whether the testing methods used to 

approve drain covers were sufficient to determine the 

safety of the product. All covers are required to 

comply with the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa 

Safety Act, which went into effect in December 2008. 

 

The investigation began after officials with one 

testing laboratory, NSF International, launched a 

complaint against fellow lab IAPMO regarding testing 

methodology. NSF claimed it had retested covers 

approved by IAPMO and found that the products did 

not perform as rated. CPSC was directed to look into 

the allegations. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPSSANS PROMOTING 

WATER SAFETY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elk Grove, CA - May 2011 - Armed with IPSSAõs ever 

increasing supply of promotional material promoting 

water safety, the Elk Grove IPSSA chapter began 

sponsoring a booth at Elk Groveõs Western Festival, 

the South Sacramento areaõs premier annual festival 

event for the last 54 years, since 1957.  Frank 

Woods, a past president of the Elk Grove IPSSA 

chapter, and wife Connie, for the past three years 

have devoted hundreds of hours to gathering 

information and materials about water safety which 

they hand out to visitors at the IPSSA booth.  The 

Western Festival attracts more than 10,000 

attendees annually.  The 2011 event featured over 

200 vendor booths.  So, it was no surprise to the 

Woods when they gave out more than 200 

information packets to booth visitors. 
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Manufacturers recall pool and in-ground spa drain covers. 

 

 

Frank and Connie Woods, owners of The Pool Guys Pool 

Service, Elk Grove, CA, minding the Elk Grove IPSSA 

Chapterõs booth at Elk Grove's Western Festival, promoting 

water safety. 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  

Certified Pool Operator 

 

 
 

Course Presentation: 

2-Day Course held 

 

June 21 & 22 

8:00 AM/5:00 PM 

 

Seats are limited, so 

 register early! 
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DRAIN COVER RECALL 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Drain-cover models from the following manufacturers 

are part of what CPSC has said is a voluntary recall: 

A&A Manufacturing, AquaStar Pool Products, Color 

Match Pool Fittings, Custom Molded Products, 

Hayward Pool Products, Pentair Water Pool and Spa, 

Rising Dragon Plastics and Waterway Plastics.  

 

Wolfson said some manufacturers already have the 

parts necessary to make retrofits or replacements. 

Others are still ramping up production. He admitted 

getting those parts and the labor necessary to install 

them will be major hurdles, especially since most 

facilities have been working full time just to get ready 

for the new season. 

 

Interested parties also can check with manufacturersõ 

Websites to find the affected drain-cover models. 

Those with a recalled cover are told to contact the 

manufacturer to receive a replacement or retrofit. 

 

CPSC has set up a Drain Cover Recall Hotline at 

866.478.3521 and a dedicated Web page 

www.apsp.org/draincoverrecall. 

 

APSP SACRAMENTO  

CHAPTER HOLDS  

31 ST  ANNUAL  

CAL SEABOLT CLASSIC 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

APSP Sacramento Chapter held its 31st Annual Cal 

Seabolt Classic Golf Tournament at the Plumas Lake 

Golf and Country Club on Saturday, April 30.  With a 

head count of nearly 110 people and raising between 

$6,000-$7,000 for the APSP Sacramento Chapter, 

weõd say this was a success.  The participants 

checked-in, were provided a wonderful lunch and the 

golfing began by 1:00PM.  

The 1st place winner was the Premier Pools & Spas 

team and the 2nd place winner was the Prestige 

Gunite Valley team. 

The 32nd Annual Cal Seabolt Classic Golf Tournament 

has been tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 

28, 2012.  

MARCH MADNESS - 

HSƍR LNQD SG@M

HOOPS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The 2011, 6th Annual Poolmanõs Fishing Derby is in 

the books! Once again the attendance record was 

exceeded, reaching over 200 pool and spa 

professionals, their family and friends. This yearõs 

event could have earned an academy award for the 

òperfect stormó weekend. All but a very small handful 

stuck it out for what was one of the most intense 

winter storm weekends in recent history. A fun time 

however was had by all.  Cash prizes totaling 

$1,800.00 were awarded, plus a new twist; this year 

we added junior and childrenõs divisions for gift card 

prizes to Target and Best Buy which were awarded in 

almost all the categories established. The Derby also 

continued with the March Madness collegiate 

basketball season by offering a big screen TV for 

viewing the games while eating the best camping 

food anywhere!  

The Poolmanõs Fishing Derby Committee wishes to 

extend a huge thank you to all the eventõs sponsors. 

Without all their generosity the Derby could not 

continue. Speaking of continuing, the committee has 

tentatively set the 2012 event for March 23-25, 

returning to Collins Lake in Northern California. 

For information, please e-mail your questions or 

requests to: pmfd2011@sbcglodal.net or by phone: 

916.872.9924 or by fax: 916.496.9100. 

 

THE eXact MICRO 10 

PHOTOMETER WINS 

INDUSTRY AWARD  
 

The readers of the leading 

consumer and business trade 

magazine, Pool & Spa News, 

selected the new eXact® Micro 

10 photometer as one of òThe 

Top 50 Products of 2011.ó The 

annual readersõ choice award 

recognized the eXact® Micro 

10 for its accurate and reliable 

on-site water testing results. 

Itõs the first meter to read Combined Chlorine directly 

with 0.01 precision using no math. Using our patented 

procedures (US Patents #7333194, #7491546), the 

eXact Micro 10 photometer tests for 40 water 

parameters using test strips. No color matching is 

required to determine water quality levels and most 

testing is done with exact results in under a minute. The 

meter directly reads Free, Total and Combined Chlorine, 

Bromine, pH, Total Alkalinity, Calcium Hardness, 

Cyanuric Acid, Salt (Chloride), Phosphate and 

Transmission. In transmission mode the meter reads 

additional parameters with the use of a conversion table 

including Manganese, Iron, Nitrate and Hydrogen 

Peroxide. The eXact® Micro 10 photometer is water proof 

(IP-67) and built to last because it comes with a 2 year 

warranty.  Compliance with EPA, ISO and DIN 

specifications for Chlorine testing attests to the meterõs 

quality specifications. Itõs the perfect tool for the pool 

and spa professional. 

About Industrial Test Systems, Inc., (ITS) -  

Established in 1989, is a leading manufacturer of 

instruments and chemistries designed to test water 

quality parameters. ITS services industries such as 

municipal water treatment, food & beverage, trucking 

& automotive, pond & aquarium, pool & spa, 

educational, and medical diagnostics. ITS developed 

over 70 tests and proprietary chemistries many 

covered by our U.S. Patents and ETV/USEPA 

performance verified tests. ITS developed the first 

and only USEPA approved test strip. For more 

information on our line of testing products, contact 

Industrial Test Systems, Inc. at 1-800-861-9712, 1-

803-329-9712. Visit us on the web at 

www.sensafe.com, or by email at its@sensafe.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Annual Poolman's Fishing Derby, Collins Lake, CA 

 

 

2011 Cal Seabolt Classic Golf Tournament 

participants Josh Parrott, John Adams-Handy, Zach 

Karver and Luke Karver. 

 

About the World Aquatic Health 

Conference 

 

The world needs more people living healthier lives using pools, 

hot tubs, and aquatic venues. The annual World Aquatic 

HealthÊ Conference (WAHCÊ) spotlights issues and solutions 

to help this field gain in relevance. Conference sessions focus 

on a spectrum of drowning, illness, injury and liability 

prevention topics and aquatic health benefits. 

  

Leading thinkers and influencers attend the WAHC. Conference 

seminars are recorded and available to view on-demand. 

Contact NSPF about holding your leadership meeting adjacent 

to the WAHC . 

 

http://www.apsp.org/draincoverrecall
mailto:pmfd2011@sbcglodal.net
http://www.sensafe.com/
mailto:its@sensafe.com
mailto:conference@nspf.org
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NEWS  

FROM NS PF  

 

Non-Profit, Leading Education and Research 

Organization, National Swimming Pool 

Foundation, Endorses First Module of Model 

Aquatic Health Code 
 

Colorado Springs, Colorado, May 3, 2011 - The board of 

directors for the leading pool/spa/education and 

research organization, non-profit National Swimming 

Pool Foundation®, voted last week to endorse the first 

module of the Model Aquatic Health Code (MAHC), 

entitled òOperator Training.ó  The Model Aquatic Health 

Code is being created by the worldõs chief public health 

organization, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and dozens of volunteers.  This 

standared is the first public-domain, scientifically-based 

standard that is free for all jurisdictions.  The first of 

twelve modules entitled òOperator Trainingó was issued 

on April 8, 2011.  A second module on 

òVentilation/Indoor Air Qualityó was released for public 

comment on April 13, 2011.  Another half dozen 

modules are in final review and being formatted.  The 

final MAHC will consist of twelve main modules. 

òWhen the foremost aquatic education and research 

foundation stands behind this standard, itõs a sign that 

the Model Aquatic Health Code is the right direction to 

lead us into the future,ó said Michael Beach, Ph.D., 

Associate Director for Healthy Water in the CDCõs 

National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases. 

 
òLeaders from industry, academia, and government 

collaborated to create a standard that is based on the 

best available science,ó said Doug Sackett, Director of the 

Model Aquatic Health Code Steering Committee.  State and 

many county health departments update their pool and spa 

health codes periodically.  This is an expensive and time-

consuming process. Often an individual state will not 

have access to experts from around the country.  òThe 

Model Aquatic Health Code saves local resources, improves 

standards, and provides for consistency around the country, 

so states will not have to reinvent the wheel to update 

their codes,ó he added. 

 

òThe release of the first modules that will make up the 

complete national Model Aquatic Health Code from the CDC 

is a seminal moment,ó commented Thomas M. 

Lachocki, Ph.D., and CEO of the National Swimming Pool 

Foundation. òThe National Swimming Pool Foundation 

endorses the concept and process of the Model Aquatic 

Health Code and urges every health department and every 

association to adopt the first module, ôOperator Training,õ 

without exception.ó 

 

òIndustry, government and academia are best served by one 

code that is free to all and science based,ó explained 

Tracynda Davis, M.P.H., Director of Environmental Health 

Programs at the National Swimming Pool Foundation and a 

representative of the National Environmental Health 

Association to the Model Aquatic Health Code Steering 

Committee.  òThe Model Aquatic Health Code includes the 

reasoning and references that support the code 

requirements.ó 

 

 

 

It is significant that the òOperator Trainingó module is the 

first Model Aquatic Health Code module to be released.  

Currently, only 23 states have adopted requirements that 

public pool operators complete a minimum two-day 

training program.  Studies cited in the Model Aquatic Health 

Code reinforce the obvious. Minimum training helps 

operators prevent violations of health codes.  òIf we are 

serious about reducing drowning, illness, and injuries, it is 

time for all states to implement minimum training 

requirement for people who operate public pools,ó 

reinforced Davis. 

 

There is a poor track record for complying with public 

health codes, according to a recent study by the CDC. Pool 

inspection data from 15 jurisdictions across the United 

States indicated that 12.1% of inspections resulted in 

immediate closure because of the seriousness of identified 

violations; violations regarding the following issues are 

frequently identified: Free Chlorine level (10.7% of 

inspections), pH level (8.9%), other water chemistry 

(12.5%), filtration/recirculation system (35.9%), water 

test kit (3.3%), record keeping (10.9%) and licensure 

(2.7%). [CDC. Violations identified from routine swimming 

pool inspections ð selected states and counties, United 

States, 2008. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 

2010;59(19):582-587] 

 

Historic View 

The first industry standard was issued in 1958. In the 

subsequent 53 years, no two states have the same code. 

Many counties have created codes because the state codes 

were perceived as inadequate. As a result, there is 

extraordinary variability.  What was required in one 

jurisdiction may be illegal in another. When national laws 

are enacted, like the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa 

Safety Act or the Americans with Disabilities Act or new 

studies or data is published, each state and county must 

evaluate their code and consider what changes make sense 

based on the new federal law or studies. Having so many 

codes places an exceptional financial burden on industry 

and government. òWasting precious tax dollars is 

unacceptable,ó said Dr. Lachocki. òDiversity in codes does 

not serve the public, government officials, pool builders, 

engineering and architectural firms, operators and service 

companies. It creates confusion. More codes are bad, when 

you can have one good code,ó he added. 

 

òIndustry members have to become expert in a variety of 

codes in each jurisdiction they ply their trade. Government 

entities must develop training and enforcement strategies 

for each jurisdiction. It was clear that the historic 

approach could be improved upon,ó Mr. Sackett further 

explained. òThe CDC has taken a leadership role in creating 

what is now a historic moment for the pool, spa, and 

environmental health field.  Health department resources 

are stretched pretty thin; having the Model Aquatic Health 

Code available for adoption can save valuable resources. If 

a local jurisdiction has compelling science to support 

changes, that science can be best used by influencing ONE 

model code that is not limited to a single jurisdiction,ó he 

concluded. 

 
About NSPF 

The National Swimming Pool Foundation® (NSPF®) is a 

non-profit organization founded in 1965, giving back over 

$3.7 million in the past seven years to fund grants to 

prevent illness, injury, and drowning, and to demonstrate 

the benefits of aquatic activity.  NSPF instructors have 

trained over 282,000 professionals worldwide and their 

materials have been used in over 64 countries.  Visit 

www.nspf.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe National Swimming Pool 

Foundation endorses the concept 
and process of the Model Aquatic 
Health Code and urges every health 
department and every association 
to adopt the first module, 

óOperator Training,ô without 

exception.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FPSIE ON -LINE COURSES  

 
Available 24/7  

 
 

Aquatic Energy Auditor 

Teaches òHow to comply with Energy Audit Techniques 

and Requirementsó - Topics of this course cover:  

energy relationships relating to recirculation, filtration 

& associated calculations; hydraulics & piping; 

heaters; pumps; and electricity usage & efficiencies. 

 

 

Basic Electricity 

Topics of this course include:  electrical safety, basic 

electrical terms, theory & components; basic electrical 

systems; circuits & functions; controllers; and hands-on 

electrical testing. 

 

 

Basic Hydraulics & System Components 

Topics of this course include:  circulation piping; factors 

of water clarity; suction-side & discharge-side 

components; filtration (introduction, sizing and 

performance); hydraulics; and pumps. 

 

 

Basic Water Chemistry 

Topics of this course include:  water chemistry safety; 

basic water chemistry; water balance; Langlier Index 

calculations; pool-and-spa water sanitation; water 

testing - other; and ancillary pool chemicals & their 

use. 

 

 

Heater & Controllers Maintenance 

Topics of this course include:  routine maintenance; 

seasonal & special care; pool covers; start-up 

procedures; heater overview including electric heaters; 

chemical feeders/generators; and understanding 

control systems. 

 

 

Safety, Customer Service & Construction 

Topics of this course include:  safety; customer service; 

calculations; construction; interior finishes; and repair. 

 

 

 

Register today for on-line training by 

calling FPSIE 

 at (916) 922-8895  

http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/articles/disease_control.aspx
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/articles/disease_control.aspx
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa_safety/VGBact.aspx
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa_safety/VGBact.aspx
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa_safety/VGBact.aspx
http://www.nspf.org/Documents/ADA_Law_Info.pdf
http://www.nspf.org/
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