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CERTIFIED AQUATIC 

ENERGY AUDITOR 

COURSE TO  LAUNCH  

(As reported  in Pool & Spa News, July Issue) 
 

Pool and spa professionals now can become certified to 

perform energy audits. 

 

By monthõs end, an online course will be available to 

teach industry members how to evaluate the energy 

consumption of pools or spas, and help consumers gain 

from rebates and other incentive programs. 

 

òThis is opening up a tremendous opportunity as more 

and more states enact energy-efficiency regulations,ó 

said Alex Antoniou, director of educational programs at 

the National Swimming Pool Foundation in Colorado 

Springs, Colo., one of the organizations sponsoring the 

course. 

 

òPool professionals [who] go to their customersõ 

residential pools, conduct audits and make 

recommendations could find a nice additional stream of 

income and save their clients money,ó he added. 

òQualified or licensed service guys who are actually 

conducting the audits [also can do] any work that comes 

out of the audit.ó 

 

The course is offered jointly by the Foundation for Pool & 

Spa Industry Education, NSPF and Hanley Wood, LLC, 

which owns Pool & Spa News. The three entered into an 

alliance last year to offer at least three courses. 

 

The Certified Aquatic Energy Auditor Course first came 

about when officials at FPSIE noticed that their local  

 

 

 

 

 

energy provider was too short-handed to audit backyard 

pools and spas. òThe utilities have their 

plates full,ó said Michael Orr, executive director of 

Sacramento, Calif.-based FPSIE. ò[In our area] with the 

amount of auditors they have, it would take 30 years [to 

audit them all]. They just threw their hands up and said, 

ôWe have to have a better way.õó 

 

Considering that California and Florida currently have 

efficiency laws on the books, with New York and Texas 

considering similar legislation, Orr expects utilities 

nationwide to face similar dilemmas. 

 

The desire for homeowners to make their properties 

more energy efficient is well-documented. In 2009, 35 

percent of households used caulking or weather-

stripping to seal air leaks, while 23 percent insulated 

their homes, and 60 percent added energy-efficient 

lighting, according to the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration. 

 

In addition to answering an increasing need for energy 

efficiency, the auditor class also is geared to help pool 

and spa professionals maximize earnings. 

 

òConsidering the rough economy, this course couldnõt 

come at a better time,ó Pool & Spa News Publisher Dick 

Coleman said. òIt offers a new revenue stream for 

potentially thousands of service techs, who can get 

certified and ensure that their customers get the right 

equipment to properly operate their pools and also 

receive substantial rebates from local utilities. Itõs a win-

win for everyone.ó 

 

The course will feature video, photos, interactive tasks 

and links to resources such as energy calculators to help 

determine how a systemõs efficiency compares with the 

ideal. Upon completion, a test will determine if the 

student becomes certified. 
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FPSIE ON -LINE COURSES  
 

Available 24/7  
 

Aquatic Energy Auditor 

Teaches òHow to comply with Energy Audit Techniques 

and Requirementsó - Topics of this course cover:  

energy relationships relating to recirculation, filtration 

& associated calculations; hydraulics & piping; 

heaters; pumps; and electricity usage & efficiencies. 

 

Basic Electricity 

Topics of this course include:  electrical safety, basic 

electrical terms, theory & components; basic electrical 

systems; circuits & functions; controllers; and hands-on 

electrical testing. 

 

Basic Hydraulics & System Components 

Topics of this course include:  circulation piping; factors 

of water clarity; suction-side & discharge-side 

components; filtration (introduction, sizing and 

performance); hydraulics; and pumps. 

 

Basic Water Chemistry 

Topics of this course include:  water chemistry safety; 

basic water chemistry; water balance; Langlier Index 

calculations; pool-and-spa water sanitation; water 

testing - other; and ancillary pool chemicals & their 

use. 

 

Certified Pool Operator - Primer 

This engaging program is a great stand-alone online 

training program or the 1st step towards earning your 

CPO® certification. The eight-lesson, self-paced 

curriculum covers the material in the 18 chapters of the 

NSPFÈ Pool & Spa OperatorÊ Handbook on pool 

operation and safety.  Understanding fundamentals of 

pool and spa operation reduces risk and creates value 

for your customers. 

 

Heater & Controllers Maintenance 

Topics of this course include:  routine maintenance; 

seasonal & special care; pool covers; start-up 

procedures; heater overview including electric heaters; 

chemical feeders/generators; and understanding 

control systems. 

 

Safety, Customer Service & Construction 

Topics of this course include:  safety; customer service; 

calculations; construction; interior finishes; and repair. 

 

 

Register today for on-line training by 

contacting FPSIE at 

http://www.fpsie.org/courses-events 
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HAYWARD 

COMMISSIONS FPSIE 

TO DESIGN 

EQUIPMENT DISPLAY 

FOR TRAINING  

Entering the 2011 season with a host of new products as 

well as several product upgrades to introduce to its 

customers, Hayward was looking for an advanced 

training tool to facilitate customer training in the use of 

those products. Hayward approached FPSIE about their 

idea to build a display that they envisioned to be 

completely portable and fully operational with both 

water and electricity. They wanted the display to 

replicate an actual equipment installation as much as 

possible so that the training could be as real as 

possible. FPSIEõs Fred Hare said, òWe can do that.ó 

Fred proceeded to work with Hayward representatives to 

create an initial design and after the design was 

approved, construction began at FPSIE. As construction 

commenced, several new ideas emerged and while the 

basic design didnõt change, several additional features 

were added. Sacramento Municipal Utility District 

(SMUD) donated an electric meter which allows for 

realism from the meter throughout the display. The 

display, which FPSIE has dubbed, òThe Hayward 

Electrical Training Boardó, is mounted on two (2) heavy 

duty easel stands that can support more than one-

hundred (100) pounds. Assembled, it measures four (4) 

feet x eight (8) feet. It disassembles to four (4) two (2) 

feet x four (4) feet sections which permits transportation 

from one training site to another in most salespersonsõ 

vehicle. Once assembly technique is learned, assembly 

time for the board, electrical and plumbing is less than 

thirty (30) minutes. Disassembly time is about the same.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EcoStar pump (not shown in the above picture) 

component of the display rests on the floor where its 

plumbing is connected via unions to the plumbing 

mounted on the board. Its electrical is connected via a 

heavy-duty extension cord to a designated plug-in on the 

board making the unit fully operational. 

The display has all of Haywardõs newest products: 

ProLogic Control, ColorLogic 4.0 LED Lights, ColorLogic 

Light Module, AquaPod Remote, Sense & Dispense, On 

Command Control, and the HCC2000 Commercial 

Chlorine and Acid Feeder System. 

The Hayward Electrical Training Board has already been 

utilized at a half-dozen Hayward training schools where, 

from all accounts, it has garnered rave revues. So-much-

so, that Haywardõs John Adams-Handy has indicated 

that FPSIE may soon be asked to construct a couple 

more.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E DUCATION  

FROM NSPF  

 

Free Online Course óVirginia Graeme Baker 

Pool & Spa Safety Actó 

 
Course educates how to comply with the 

federal P&SS Actõs requirements. 

 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, July 5, 2011ñThe 

National Swimming Pool Foundation® (NSPF®) 

announces a free online training course to educate health 

officials and pool and spa professionals about the Virginia 

Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act (P&SS Act). This 

course is a free, online resource to ensure that the 

requirements of the Act are properly understood, how to 

identify and perform required steps for inspection, and 

how to bring pools and spas into compliance. 

 

òThis course is a valuable and convenient resource to help 

health officials and professionals to engage and understand 

the Act,ó commented Tracynda Davis, M.P.H., Director for 

Environmental Health Programs at the National Swimming 

Pool Foundation. 

 

In September 2010, the National Swimming Pool 

Foundation was awarded a Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC) contract, through Erica Lane 

Enterprises, to help educate health officials and bring 

public pools and spas into compliance with the P&SS Act. 

In addition, the foundation will host in-person training 

sessions.     http:/ / www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa 

safety/Training.aspx. 

 

Participants in the online course are able to work at their 

own pace. The interactive course features narration, images 

and video and includes practice exercises. A downloadable 

PDF resource guide is offered in addition to a link to a copy 

of the P&SS Act. Participants can register for the free online 

Pool & Spa Safety course at www.nspf.org and click on online 

training, or email info@nspf.org for more information. 

 

About NSPF® 

The National Swimming Pool Foundation® (NSPF®) is a 

non-profit organization founded in 1965, giving back over 

$3.7 million in the past six years to fund grants to prevent 

illness, injury, and drowning, and to demonstrate the 

benefits of aquatic activity.  The Foundation works towards 

its mission to encourage healthier living through aquatic 

education and research with its collection of educational 

products and training.  NSPF is the leading educator for 

professionals who service, operate, and regulate public and 

private pools and spas. Visit www.nspf.org for more 

information.

 

The Hayward Electrical Training Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  

 

Upcoming Industry Events & 

Training Seminars 

 
Pool Industry Expo 

09/29/11 - 10/01/11 

 

World Aquatic Health Conference 

10/12/11 - 10/14/11 

 

International Pool | Spa | Patio Expo 

10/30/11 - 11/04/11 

 
 

http://nspf.org/
http://nspf.org/
http://nspfcart.eproacademy.org/store/comersus_viewItem.asp?idProduct=305
http://www.poolsafety.gov/pssafaq.pdf
http://www.poolsafety.gov/pssafaq.pdf
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa%20safety/Training.aspx.
http://www.nspf.org/en/Resources/spa%20safety/Training.aspx.
http://nspfcart.eproacademy.org/store/comersus_viewItem.asp?idProduct=305
http://nspfcart.eproacademy.org/store/comersus_viewItem.asp?idProduct=305
http://www.nspf.org/
mailto:info@nspf.org
http://www.nspf.org/
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