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(As reported in Pool & Spa News, August Issue) 

 
As of Sept. 6, an APSP standard will take over for the 

long-standing ASTM language naming the parameters 

a drain cover must meet to comply with the Virginia 

Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act. 

 

The first-ever federal pool and spa safety law states 

that all commercial pools must have suction outlet 

covers adhering to ASME A112.19.8 or a successor 

standard. These drain-cover requirements have taken 

on even more significance of late. Controversy 

regarding language and implementation spurred a 

historic drain-cover recall in May involving eight 

manufacturers. 

 

Last year, ASME ñ the American Society of 

Mechanical Engineers ñ said it no longer wanted to 

spearhead the standard. To fill the gap, the 

Association of Pool & Spa Professionals and testing 

lab IAPMO jointly sought to take over the standardõs 

development and began work on ANSI/  APSP/  

IAPMO-16 Standard for Suction Fittings for Use in 

Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, 

in the hopes it would become the CPSC-approved 

successor. 

 

Then in spring, amid controversy surrounding the 

investigation and recall, IAPMO withdrew from the 

standard. 

 

Last month, the five CPSC commissioners voted 

unanimously to replace ASME A112.19.8 with 

ANSI/ APSP-16. 

 

 

 

 

For drain-cover producers, this does not amount to 

substantive changes. All entities involved say the 

standard is the same as ASME A112.19.8 and two 

addenda that were released since 2008. 

 

òFrom a technical standpoint, it is absolutely 

identical,ó said Steve Barnes, APSPõs Technical 

Committee chairman. òFor a product to be listed to 

this standard, manufacturers would do absolutely 

nothing different.ó 

 

However, the ANSI/ APSP-16 Committee is working 

on a refinement of the standard, which may be 

released later this year. Many of the changes involve 

more detailed instructions for product testing to 

address ambiguities and omissions that many say 

resulted in the drain recall. Once the revisions are 

released, labs will be required to follow the new 

language. 

 

Manufacturers will become beholden to the revised 

language when they seek next renewal of their third-

party listings, which takes place annually. For APSP, 

this means seeing one of its standards become part 

of a federal law for the first time. 

 

However, though the standard is being reworked 

under the auspices of an industry-based 

organization, the objectivity of the drafting process 

does not change, said Carvin DiGiovanni, APSP's 

senior director, technical and standards. APSP 

has been approved by the American National 

Standards Institute, so it must adhere to the same 

principles as third-party entities such as ASME, 

ULand NSF. 

 

 

POOL INDUSTRY 

EXPO 2011  

 

FPSIE  

@ 

 P.I.E .  
 

Yes, FPSIE will be at P.I.E. You should be there too. 

2011 marks the Pool Industry Expositionõs 25th 

anniversary. It is sure to be a fantastic show. There will 

be the traditional Antique Showcase, loads of 

educational seminars and, of course, the IPSSA water 

chemistry examination. Oh, and lets donõt forget the 

Poppy Hills Golf Tournament. 

 

At P.I.E., FPSIE will be introducing its ever increasing 

line-up of on-line courses which are available 

24/7/365 where ever Internet is available. There are 

courses like the Certified Aquatic Energy Auditor 

Course, CAEA, where the certification and knowledge 

gained can be put to immediate use to enhance just 

about any industry memberõs earning potential. As 

more and more states enact energy efficient 

measures, CAEA uniquely prepares manufacturerõs 

sales representatives, distributor customer service 

representatives, retail store clerks, service 

technicians and on and on, to capitalize on the 

opportunities presented. Every service technician who 

services any commercial swim facility should take the 

Aquatic Risk Management Course. The FPSIE stable of 

courses is now over thirty strong ð and still climbing. 

Please stop by our booth at P.I.E. and check us out or 

visit our website, www.fpsie.org, to see all the 

educational opportunities that are available; some for 

as little as $19.95. 

 

So, mark your calendars for Friday, September 30th, 

and Saturday, October 1, 2011 and join FPSIE at P.I.E. 

in beautiful Monterey, California. Forms and useful 

information are available on-line at: 

www.poolindustryexpo.  
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APSP takes a larger role in main-drain production standards 
 

 CPSC APPROVES APSP DRAIN COVER STANDARD  

http://www.fpsie.org/
http://www.poolindustryexpo/
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AN INTRODUCTION  

TO DEBBIE MEYER 

SWIM SCHOOL  

 

Since FPSIE/SMUD began the Debbie Meyer Swim 

School (DMSS) makeover project, the question we 

continue to hear most often is: òWho is this Debbie 

Meyeró? Of course when we hear this question we 

automatically know that the questioner is òfrom-out-

of-townó because Debbie is a household name to long 

time Sacramento area residents. As a mere teenager 

Debbie brought fame to Sacramento in the form of 

three (3) Gold Medals at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico 

City. There are generations of swimmers, not just in 

the Sacramento area but, throughout Northern 

California and Northern Nevada who have benefited 

from Debbieõs instructions, both as a swim instructor 

and as a swim coach.  

 

At-any-rate, because there have been so many 

questions asked, we thought that weõd try to answer 
as many as possible without boring those who know 

the answers already. So, we prevailed upon Kim Stein, 

the DMSS webmaster, to provide us with a photograph 

of the DMSS website home page, 

http://www.debbiemeyerswimschool.net. If you wish 

to click on this web address, your browser will take you 

to the site seen on the left side of this article where 

you will find answers to many of the questions that we 

are asked. Then, if you scroll down towards the bottom 

of the page, youõll see where Kim has placed the FPSIE 

logo. Just below that logo there is a line that reads: 

Debbie Meyer Swim School Makeover Project ð 

Sponsors and Information.  Click on that line and your 

browser will take you to a web page where you can see 

the history of the project along with the list of 

sponsors of the project. After all this perusing, should 

you still have unanswered questions, call us at (916) 

922-8895 or e-mail infor@fpsie.net . 

 

For those of you that donõt know but might want to 

know, Debbie is renowned in swimming circles for her 

motivational speaking. Her specialty is water safety 

which has been her priority since long before it started 

to capture headlines. Her winter speaking 

engagement schedule, November through January, 

usually fills up fast.  For more information contact 

DMSS. 

 

 

 

WE ARE SOCIALLY 

CONNECTED - 

FOLLOW US ON  

 

  
Twitter.com/fpsie  

 

 
 

Facebook.com/fpsie 
 

 

http://www.debbiemeyerswimschool.net/
mailto:infor@fpsie.net
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1
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