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As one of the nationõs leaders in electric-utility 

energy reduction, the efforts of the Sacramento 

Municipal Utility District (SMUD) continues. 

Using the pool-and-spa industry as an example, 

SMUDõs prior success continues to create 

consumer enthusiasm. When initial research 

showed the 60,000 pools and spas in SMUDõs 

territory to be almost all òenergy-hogsó drawing, 

on average, 1.75kW, SMUD partnered with the 

Foundation for Pool and Spa Industry Education 

(FPSIE) to develop an energy-reduction plan.  In 

Phase 1 of that plan, FPSIE worked with SMUD 

energy auditors and engineers to develop a 

training course to prepare a work force of energy 

auditors to conduct pool-and-spa audits in 

SMUDõs territory. The Aquatic Energy Auditor 

(AEA) Course was developed, and, 

subsequently, in Phase 2 over 100 pool-and-spa 

service professionals operating in SMUDõs 

territory received energy audit training. As sales 

and installations of energy-efficient equipment 

for pools and spas grew, the contractors 

installing this sophisticated equipment needed 

further training to maximize energy-reduction 

efforts.  Phase 3 was amended to include 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

developing a training course for equipment 

installers, the Certified Aquatic Equipment 

Installer (CAEI) Course. The first SMUD 

presentation of CAEI took place on May 23, 

2013, at the FPSIE Education Center (see the 

far right column of this page for more details). 

Additionally, major manufacturers like Hayward 

Pool Products, Pentair, and others have updated 

their training programs to recognize this need. 

Because Phase 3 included all this available 

training, SMUDõs Paula Robertson felt 

comfortable enough to make òtrainingó a 

requirement for contractor participation in 

SMUDõs 2013 Rebate Program. FPSIE is striving 

to motivate the pool-and-spa industry to òsell-

outó the 2013 SMUD rebate allocation for pools 

and spas energy-efficient upgrades to show 

appreciation for what SMUD is doing to serve an 

industry that has been decimated by the Great 

Recession. Next, on to Phase 4 where FPSIE has 

asked SMUD to consider òbundlingó more 

energy-efficient productsñsuch as variable 

speed motors (only), lighting, and robotic 

cleanersñ into its rebate program.        
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In March when SMUDõs Paula Robertson 

informed the Foundation for Pool and Spa 

Industry Education (FPSIE) that the Sacramento 

Municipal Utility District (SMUD)  was prepared 

to reinstate its rebate program for pools and 

spas for 2013 and that there would be a 

requirement for òtrainingó for contractors 

participating in the program, FPSIE began 

preparing to meet those training needs. 

Advance notice was disseminated to the pool-

and-spa industry in SMUDõs service territory via 

e-mail blasts, announcements at industry 

meetings, and the like. A waiting list for a 

Certified Aquatic Equipment Installer (CAEI) 

Course presentation was started, Professor 

FPSIE accelerated production of the student 

workbook, and FPSIE staff went into òstudent-

registration-mode.ó Within a few days the wait 

list grew to 14, and the CAEI Course was 

scheduled for May 23, 2013. A flyer was then 

designed, and a general announcement was 

made.  A total of 24 students (22 contractors 

and 2 SMUD employees) were enrolled by the 

presentation date (see photos on page 5).  

 

FPSIE has identified ten manufacturers of 

variable speed motors with the potential to be 

combined with wet-ends to make variable speed 

pumps, units for which utility companies are 

offering rebates. Since, currently, no uniformity 

exists in the controls for those pumps, FPSIE 

recognizes a need for manufacturers to offer 

training for their products.  CAEI presentations 

also provide a perfect venue for manufacturers 

to introduce all varieties of energy efficient 

products.  Invitations were sent out to a number 

of firms to do as much training as time permits 

in this venue and to inform the students about 

further available training opportunities. Eight 

firms agreed to participate at the May 23rd 

presentation (see photos on page 6).  Thanks to 

one and all!          
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Photo by Brian Long Photography 

From left to right, SMUDôs Brooks Hillian and Paula Robertson present FPSIEôs Carole Dittmer and 

Michael Orr with SMUDôs 2013 sponsorship to FPSIE to support pool and spa contractor education. 

 

 
 

 

SMUD INCRE A SES CONTRACTOR 

TRAINING AND BRINGS BACK 

REBATES  
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Professor FPSIE, A.K.A: Michael Orr 

 

THANKS  

POOL & SPA NEWS  
 

Pool & Spa News has created a venue for 

Professor FPSIE to further the Foundation for 

Pool and Spa Industry Educationõs (FPSIE) 

efforts to train the industryõs work force. Linda 

Green at Pool & Spa News has been charged 

with developing an industry blog and she has 

offered to post a monthly blog from Professor 

FPSIE on that site. The introductory blog from 

Professor FPSIE debuted in May and can be 

seen at the following web-page: 

http://www.poolspanews.com/education/a-

word-from-the-professor.aspx .  Professor FPSIE 

and the entire FPSIE staff are committed to 

making this blog a successful endeavor for Pool 

& Spa News, for FPSIE and for our entire 

industry. We welcome your critique, comments 

and advice about items of interest that you wish 

discussed. Accordingly, please feel free to 

contact Professor FPSIE at: FPSIE, Inc., 598 

Display Way, Sacramento, CA 95838, email: 

info@fpsie.org or call 916-922-8895. 
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When Professor FPSIE was working on the 

outdoor pool at the Debbie Meyer Swim School, 

during the make-over there, trying to improve 

water circulation, his research led him to 

Infusion Pool Products. Infusionõs Mike Steffen 

offered to donate Infusionõs Revolutionary 

Energy Efficient Deep Heating Venturi Return 

Line Fittings (V-FittingsÊ) assuring that they 

would resolve the poolõs circulation issues. The 

Project Manager, Geremia Pools, was consulted 

and subsequently the V-FittingsÊ were installed 

on the poolõs return lines. The subsequent dye 

test of the pool water so amazed Professor 

FPSIE that he is still talking about how òthe dye 

permeatedó the entire pool in just a matter of 

minutes ð where previously the dye color had 

actually started to fade without completely 

covering the whole pool.  

 

FPSIE views water circulation as an important 

issue especially where energy efficiency is being 

considered. When circulation of the water 

returning to the pool is managed properly, we 

can get ALL the poolõs water circulated through 

the filter in a lot less time therefore pumpsõ run-

times can be shortened ð and, on and on. 

 

With this background, you can easily see why 

FPSIE is proud to recommend V-FittingsÊ and to 

have Infusion Pool Products as a Coupon 

Sponsor (see coupon on page 4) to support its 

industry education goals. Thank you Mike and 

John Steffen at Infusion Pool Products.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIKE JONES DAY @ 

FPSIE  

 

 
Mike Jones 

 

 

Because FPSIE is the administrator for several 

memorial education scholarship funds, which 

just might be the best kept secret around, once 

a decision was made to do a fund-raiser with the 

proceeds benefiting one, or more, of those 

funds, the selection process caused me a lot of 

personal angst. So, in the end, it was decided to 

just let the process guide the selection. Here is 

how the Mike Jones Education fund was 

selected. In talking with Greg Durkee at Chem 

Quip, Inc., he said: òHeck yes; itõs been twenty 

years; we should do that. Iõll personally get 

behind that; Iõll even work the table-top.ó Soon 

afterwards this is the way a telephone call to 

Mikeõs widow, Valencia òValó Jones, (who now 

lives in Klamath Falls, OR), went: òOh-my-gosh-

yes; I think that is a great idea. Just let me know 

how I can help.ó Next, a call went out to Mikeõs 

good friend, Rick Marcucci, in Sedona, AZ who 

responded: òGreat, and you want to do this in 

July, let me check; okay, weõre clear, we can 

come any Saturday in July; just let me know.ó 

The next call was considered crucial because 

without Mikeõs daughter Stacy Berkowitzõs 

participation, it just wouldnõt be right. So, this is 

the way the call to Stacy went: òOh wow, Don 

thatõs great, and you want to do this in July, let 

me see, oh, the 13th is the only Saturday in July I 

could make it.ó Well, at this point I started to 

feel the òdie-had-been-castó but not totally 

convinced until I made a couple more calls, 

which went like this: The call to Mikeõs good 

friend, Tom Grucky, in Southern California who 

said: òWhat day in July, the 13th oh, okay I can 

make that; send me an announcement.ó Then a 

call to Phil Gelhaus who said: òDon, the 13th is 

the only Saturday in July that I can make it.ó 

Now, if you knew Mike Jones this would be 

enough to convince you that Divine intervention 

was guiding this selection process. Please see 

flyer for Mike Jones Day @ FPSIE on page 3. 

 

-Don Aston  
 

 

 
FPSIE EDUCATION CENTER  

CLASS & SEMINAR SCHEDULE  
 
 

Recommended Online Courses  
 

ü Basic Water Chemistry  

ü Certified Aquatic Energy Auditor (CAEA) 

ü Pool Operator Primer (POP) 

 

 

Class & Seminar Schdule  
 

June 22é.éHayward Pool Products will be 

conducting a training seminar.  For more 

information and to register for this training 

workshop, contact John Adams-Handy at  

(916) 826-8214. 
 

 

Visit our website at 

 http://www.fpsie.org 

for a listing of online and classroom courses 

ð New training events added often 

http://www.poolspanews.com/education/a-word-from-the-professor.aspx
http://www.poolspanews.com/education/a-word-from-the-professor.aspx
http://www.elabs10.com/c.html?rtr=on&s=x8pa34,10n6o,94,i1bj,5090,13b4,h18l&MLM_SOCID=ddde835f301985dfbb66a5a581a25f94f2043159607d36237fe8182f221fe0e7d51dda
http://www.elabs10.com/c.html?rtr=on&s=x8pa34,10n6o,94,ann8,iwll,13b4,h18l&MLM_SOCID=ddde835f301985dfbb66a5a581a25f94f2043159607d36237fe8182f221fe0e7d51dda
http://www.elabs10.com/c.html?rtr=on&s=x8pa34,10n6o,94,32a6,5pqs,13b4,h18l&MLM_SOCID=ddde835f301985dfbb66a5a581a25f94f2043159607d36237fe8182f221fe0e7d51dda
http://www.fpsie.org/
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